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tance of free attention with an image of the written or printed 
character of the names, dates, &c. I should advise every one 
diligently to cultivate this sort of imagination for the sake 
of recollecting, wherever the mere connection of conditions is 
not sufficient. 



THE LOGICAL QUESTION IK HEGEL'S SYSTEM. 

Translated from the German of Trendelenburg by Thos.,Davit>son. 

When in logic a judgment is passed on Hegel's system as 
a system, there gathers round it, as a centre, what is to-day 
a great philosophic interest. The undersigned therefore, al- 
though himself a party in the case, will endeavor to give a 
short notice of the position of matters in the logical question 
since wishing, by that means, to bespeak for the pending 
investigation a greater interest than it has heretofore found. 

There never yet was a system in which method and result, 
the principle of form, and the origin of the thing, were so 
closely united as in Hegel's. His "Dialectic of Pure Thought" 
attempts to create and to form the whole content. For with 
him the self-movement of self-related thought is, at the same 
time, the self-creation of Being. While Thought presses on 
from its unity to antitheses, and reconciles these antitheses 
in a new idea, thence going through, again and again, the 
same procedure, in these stages of the idea it is held to deter- 
mine itself into so many grades of Being. 

Any one who has studied Hegel, knows that this dialectic 
method with thesis, antithesis and solution — the dialectic 
method, with the metamorphosis of its negativity — imparts 
the common stamp to all his writings, and forms the impos- 
ing architecture of his entire system. It is the bond which 
binds all the thoughts ; it is the motive which, as in a Gothic 
building, repeats in the parts the type of the whole, and in 
the whole the type of the parts. Its consistent carrying out 
of it into all the corners of the universe, the indefatigable exe- 
cution, here in yielding, there in recalcitrant material, shows 
an energy of formation which hardly has its equal. With 
Hegel the dialectic method is like the law of a crystallization, 
in which all his ideas uniformly crystallize, and it shows a 
2 3 * 
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returning symmetry of the thought become solid, and the ori- 
ginal movement of the fluid formation. / The surprising unity 
has attracted large numbers of minds, and fettered them ; and 
that which seems stiff and cold in this system to the person 
entering, many are willing to put up with, for the purpose of 
having a share in this great edifice, and particularly of en- 
joying the advantages which the great out-buildings afford. 
Whoever has once seen with his mind's eye the greatness 
and labor of this building, which has been erected from one 
thought, will not be ready to blame, until the insight, which 
he has obtained, forces him to call the attention of the crowd 
that is pouring in, to the unstable foundation. 

When Truth is going to burst a barrier, it is vain to try to 
dam it up with false admiration. 

We know it well. Whoever contends against Hegel's sys- 
tem, contends against the closest phalanx of thoughts ; and 
we would rather place our own opinions and thoughts in the 
same lines and draw strength from them, than waste our 
strength on them, were we able. Whoever, then, consciously 
undertakes the contest, is assuredly moved by something 
different from the petty reasons which opponents so readily 
ascribe to each other when they do not wish to risk a fair 
argument. We ask for ourselves nothing else but the condi- 
tion of all science — free investigation of the subject, and that 
thing as the authority which the cognitive spirit alone recog- 
nizes. 

The principal question in the system is the logical ques- 
tion, since the dialectic method of pure thinking is to be the 
absolute one. Hegel himself declares it to be the only true 
method of philosophic science since it is "the consciousness 
of the form of the inner self-movement of the content" (Logic, 
1833, 1. 41, 42). "'The dialectic constitutes," says Hegel in 
another place (Encyclopedia, 4th ed. § 81), " the moving soul 
of scientific progress, and is the principle by means of which 
alone, immanent connection and necessity come into the 
content of science." "As the dialectic in general," he says in 
a note, " is actually the principle of all movement, of all life, 
and of all action, so also is the dialectic the soul of all true 
scientific cognition." "The content of all reason is nothing 
else but the determination which comprehensive thought de- 
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velops/row itself' (Encyclopaedia, §468, Cf. § 574). "In 
unity to know the antithesis, and in antithesis to know the 
unity, is the absolute knowledge; and science is this — to know 
this unity in its entire development through itself." Thus 
closes the " History of Philosophy," which sees in Hegel's 
system the completed and comprehensive truth of all former 
ones (Lectures on the History of Philosophy, HI. p. 683). 

On the authority of such and similar passages the dialectic 
method of pare thought is exclusively the only truly scien- 
tific method, and also the creator of the form, since it produ- 
ces the immanent and necessary connection as the creator of 
the content, because thought, which through it is compre- 
hensive thought, has developed from itself the determination 
of the contents. 

And the philosophic act says more than such expressions 
say. Hegel appeals to the fact (Logic, I. p. 41), that he set 
up an example of this method first in the Phenomenology 
of Spirit, and later in the case of other concrete objects and 
parts of philosophy. The dialectic of pure thought shows 
its omnipotence first in Logic, because here it breathes in 
the " pure aether " of spirit and weaves the ideas from unre- 
sisting matter, or, more properly, without matter. The Logic 
was the scientific foundation of the dialectic method, and all 
the right of application flowed from the plenitude of the 
Logic. If the Logic runs out into the idea, which is the one 
totality, complete in itself, nature-philosophy begins where 
the idea concludes to throw itself into otherness, and as na- 
ture, to free itself from itself. The process of the dialectic 
begins here anew , and it goes from the most external ele- 
ment of space and time, and more and more into itself, and 
continually produces richer and deeper thoughts, until the 
idea grasps itself in the self-conscious human spirit. There- 
fore one and the same dialectic is made to conquer nature and 
spirit, the soul and the history of the world. But nowhere in 
its course does the dialectic become freer, or return more to 
its proper province, than in the philosophy of religion, which 
stands in complete dependence upon the Logic. A theory 
like the wide- spread one, that the thinking human mind is 
what makes the hitherto unconscious god conscious of him- 
self, could have arisen only under the influence of a logical 
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view, according to which comprehensive thought conceives 
the content from itself, receives no rational ready-made con- 
tent from without, but produces the determinations of Being 
from itself; it could have arisen only under the influence of 
a logical influence, at whose foundation lies the entire pre- 
supposition, that human thought, when man thinks purely, 
is as creative as divine thought, and in so far is the divine 
thought itself. Yet we do not indeed understand what the 
conception of God at all means and what God signifies to 
man, since it is only man that makes him conscious of himself, 
since God, though not like an idol, the work of hands, before 
which the same hands that made it are folded in adoration, 
is, after all, a product of thought, which can hardly be a r dored 
and worshipped by the same thought which woke it from its 
sleep, and enabled it to pass from blind inertness to con- 
sciousness. 

Yet Hegel's Logic maintained itself and appeared firmly 
based in itself. For all time it was thought it had proved 
the dialectic method to be the only philosophical one which 
through its own activity would refute all objections. In the 
same degree as formal logic failed to solve the problem of 
comprehending cognition, an indirect proof was seen for the 
truth of the speculative dialectic. Persons were astonished 
at the newly discovered creative power of thought. In He- 
gel's Logic the principle seemed to verify itself in vast regions 
of human knowledge. Its very difficulty became a voucher 
of a depth which was not accessible to all. Many parts of 
the sciences received a surprising light, and the saying was 
applied to Hegel's Logic which Socrates is said to have used 
of Heraclitus' dark, but profound work : "What I have under- 
stood in the book is excellent ; so, therefore, I think is also that 
which I have not understood ; but it requires a Delian swim- 
mer not to sink in it." The bolder thought they possessed 
this mental swimming-faculty; the more timid mistrusted 
rather themselves than the much-promising subject. Thus 
gradually the authority of Hegel's Logic grew, and persons 
often expressed themselves to the effect that only the weak- 
minded and the slothful-minded, who feared and shunned the 
dialectic labor of thought, doubted Hegel's philosophy. It 
was considered the initiation into the secrets of the thinking 
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world of spirit. The dialectic procedure was the key to God 
and the world — the universal method ; it was the magic wand 
of truth, with which the thinking mind conjured up the hid- 
den spirits of things. Some managed it with skilful hands 
and with the fantastic extasy of a mysterious magician ; oth- 
ers managed it more clumsily, but with the entire fundamen- 
tal science of the new art. 

It became a dogma of the later philosophy, that the dialec- 
tic procedure was the absolute method ; and to this great dis- 
covery, the greatest which seemed ever to have been made in 
the region of philosophy, persons also clung, whom the result 
did not satisfy. 

Still the objections continued. Results turned themselves 
against the new dialectic principle, whereas every new idea 
arising in science must carry itself through and confirm itself 
by results. If the dialectic method were the universal meth- 
od, it must extend to the individual sciences and scientific 
methods. Hegel himself had challenged applications of it, 
' in order to raise the rational content to the only rational form, 
and to organize science in its immanent connection. With 
great promise such attempts were undertaken in the field of 
universal history, of grammar, of the history of philosophy, 
&c. But the more concrete the matter, and the more special 
the case, the more dangerous became the logical experiment. 
For while the general allows itself to be drawn into the in- 
definite, and the indefinite suits itself more easily to the for- 
mative power of the foreign spirit, the particular exercises a 
stricter control, in proportion to the closeness of observation 
possible in it. The idea, which formerly strode away haugh- 
tily over the particular, was now forced to come to an agree- 
ment with the particular. None of these attempts met with 
general acceptance ; rather were they all repelled by the sci- 
ences as strange intruders. Such abortive applications ren- 
dered the exclusive method doubtful. 

Another comprehensive fact contributed to the same result. 
Two important men worked, in a series of writings and peri- 
odicals, in favor of Hegel's dialectic method, against Hegel's 
result. "The truth in form and the falsehood in matter of the 
philosophy of Hegel," wrote Weisse in the introduction to 
his Metaphysics, " the sterling excellence of its methods, and 

Vol. 5—23 
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the cheerless baldness of its results, force themselves with 
equal evidence upon my mind." If originally the essence 
and value of the dialectic method were supposed to lie in the 
fact, that in the determination of its self-acting form it pro- 
duced the truth of the content, if formerly the artistic act of 
speculation was valued, which penetrated both the form and 
the content, * * * if hitherto the dialectic method had been 
represented as the eternal birth of essence into form, and form 
into essence, the now-exposed disagreement seemed to testify 
against the principle. It appeared incredible that the inven- 
tor himself should have misunderstood his own invention ; it 
seemed incredible that the inventor should play his own in- 
strument so falsely. All who knew Hegel's energy, doubted 
rather of the invention than of the inventor, if they could not 
maintain both. People became doubtful. 

Others, in a different, manner, became unfaithful to the 
original thought. The dialectic had moved essentially in a 
trinity, and had seen in this very closed trinity the security 
for its self-completing totality. By an application to the his- 
tory of Philosophy, the dialectic seemed to surrender this 
trinity, and only to maintain the thought that, in the imma- 
nent movement of negativity, it led over from the one-sided- 
ness and the limitations of the system to the positive content 
of another. "While therein only necessity was sought, the 
dialectic sank into the indefinite, and, with the triadic law, 
the survey of the necessary whole was lost. The strong band 
of the dialectic was now become more lax. After such an 
attack on the dialectic method, it was asked how far it had 
remained unchanged. 

In later times, the dialectic was here and there more closely 
attacked. Dr. D. P. Strauss essentially takes the ground of 
Hegel's philosophy, and we owe to his controversial writings 
a deeper insight into the connection of Hegel's religious 
philosophy with the whole dialectic. In several places he 
appeals to Hegel's " profound categories," which are the re- 
sult of the dialectic process. But he himself does not darken 
his clear investigation by allowing his*subject to be interfered 
with by the speculative dialectic of pure thought. In h 
Glaubenslehre, his dialectic goes hand in hand with the anti- 
theses- which, in the lapse of centuries, science has produced, 



Trendelenburg on Hegel's System. 355 

and his great skill consists in perceiving nicely these anti- 
theses, in representing them clearly, and in bringing them to 
an energetic combat. Where his own philosophic view ap- 
pears, one can see that it was possible only on the basis of 
Hegel's dialectic method ; everywhere it shows its origin and 
workshop. But the art of this workshop remains in the 
work itself, as the deep hidden power, which is everywhere 
presupposed as self-evident, but is nowhere brought forward 
for treatment ; it is, as it were, before the work, but not in 
the work. Strauss did not apply the dialectic method in 
Hegel's speculative sense, as it was in the above-mentioned 
abortive trial, but rather put it out of use. The dialectic of 
his work is a dialectic which lets itself down from the con- 
struction of the speculative thought into the arena of the 
Given — the dialectic of parties, but not the dialectic of pure 
conception. Hegel's logic here does not supply the method; 
it is itself a moment, and one of the last moments in the 
process of the object. It has produced, along with it, its 
cancellation. From it arises the whole world-view, before 
whose apparent clearness the solid-seeming fogs of creed- 
doctrines are scattered, without even reflecting a rainbow in 
their flight. The annihilating arguments are partly taken 
from Hegel's logic, and what yet remains standing in the 
downfall, stands on their foundation. Therefore the recogni- 
tion of the critical results depends essentially on the recog- 
nition of Hegel's logic. Yet the dialectic which is employed 
in the work is dialectic only in the broader sense ; a freer 
dialectic, the presentation of an historical process, in which 
the dogmas crush and wear themselves away against the pro- 
gress of science and of philosophy, but not that speculative 
dialectic, by means of which Hegel rather desired to preserve 
and to animate it. It is a dialectic For and Against, which, 
with every cancelled one-sidedness, cancels also a piece of the 
matter, a dialectic which, reared and strengthened in the ab- 
solute method, rather turns itself against it than works in its 
spirit. 

Persons went still farther. While with Strauss, reverence 
for the great system, whose soul the dialectic method is, peers 
forth in the background of the thoughts, to others who wished 
to perform great deeds in Hegel's name, the up-hill dialectic 
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seemed to be an idle piece of profundity, or a troublesome 
fetter to free ideas. The work of the categories was put away. 
It was praised wherever any one sought a scientific nimbus ; 
it was thrown away wherever it threatened to punish arbitra- 
riness with its laws. Here and there, for the sake of philo- 
sophical politeness, a few bows were made before the abso- 
lute method as the dialectic of the speculative world-spirit, 
or because people liked to have a foreign, logical mystery 
behind their backs, in order not to appear shallow them- 
selves. At times this feeling was uttered openly. People 
reprehended, for instance, as a fault in such a man as the 
late Grans, what had until then been considered in its way 
as a philosophic recommendation : they blamed his old- 
Hegelian self-sum ciency, in that he liked to allow the whole 
weight of the logical system to be felt. The system, it was 
said, proves itself only in its connection, and the idea is 
everywhere merely this connection. Persons spoke very 
wittily, aiming at the Logic, of the grand Olympic height, of 
the extramundane position of absolute rotundity (Deutsche 
Jahrbucher, June, 1841). But with such irony directed at the 
connection of the idea, irony was directed at the whole of 
Hegel's system, which, after all, is nothing more than the 
dialectic explication of the connection immanent in the idea. 

Thus, after brave wanderings, Hegel's Dialectic Method of 
Pure Thought and his whole work suffered shipwreck among 
his own followers. 

If one had meant to j udge the value of the principle, the 
essence of the dialectic method, by the results, there was one 
• other thing astonishing. Contrary characters drew from the 
fountain of pure thought, and they drew from it contraries. 
Men full of Christian fervor nourished their enthusiasm for 
the positive from the comprehensive dialectic ; others, full of 
daring energy, drank from the same spring their enthusiasm 
for the world-storm of negation. ''Doth a fountain send forth 
at the same place sweet water and bitter ?" might fairly have 
been asked in this case. In theology, the dogmas were con- 
structed and demolished by means of the same dialectic. 
The silent observer concluded not wrongly, that only from an 
inner confusion of principle could such contradictory facts 
possibly flow. 
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In this manner the dialectic method, which had come forth 
bold and pungent, had already, in its phenomena, dulled and 
blunted itself. 

But Hegel's logic remained the firm seat of the dialectic 
method. Should then a philosophic thought, born for eter- 
nity, be judged by the misfortunes of a decade? If it is 
confident still to conquer such accidents, we must follow it 
farther in its essence. 

In Hegel's school there was activity in the most diverse re- 
gions of philosophy, to perfect and form it, or to complete and 
rectify it. But until recently the logic went empty-handed, 
if we except the labors of Weisse and Fichte, which were set 
aside as rubbish. Hegel's logic was considered indestructi- 
ble and beyond improvement ; and where a defeat had once 
been suffered in other regions, a retreat was made to this im- 
pregnable fortress. Only in the last few years has there been 
perceived within the school a movement which threatens 
to shake the main support of the system, the logic. Two 
works, which back Hegel's logic, show plainly that even here 
an inner crisis is impending. 

The work of the undersigned, published in the year 1840, 
entitled " Logical Investigations" followed the dialectic 
method throughout its whole course, and judged it not 
according to any external result or moral consequences, but 
according to its principles and its entire carrying out, and 
according to the scientific results of the subject. The great- 
ness of the attempt was granted, if the pure idea were, as in 
the divine intellect, to produce itself creatively and only from 
itself, if pure thought in one act were to create the form and 
the content of the world. It was granted, that in logic the 
problem could not be put higher. But, at the same time, a 
demand was made for the means which should put such a 
giant-plan into operation, and the actual accomplishment 
was measured by the attempt. Then, in an investigation, 
which advanced from the general to the particular, the result 
was obtained that the dialectic method of pure thought was 
in itself impossible. 

The points there advanced are essentially the following : 

The logic tries to presuppose nothing but pure thought, 
which possesses no external intuition, no image, but simply 
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itself; but, by creating from itself, produces the concep- 
tions and the determinations of being. It was investigated, 
whether in fact Hegel's logic remains true to this promise, 
presupposes not"hing, and produces only from pure thought. 
Then it was plainly apparent, that, even in the first step, 
the principle of all external phenomena was presupposed, 
the concept of local motion. The aid of this form-giving 
intuition was indeed kept hidden, but it aided mightily ; and 
if it was once admitted, there continually arose from it new 
sensuous vehicles, without which, pure thought would not 
move from its place. "Where pure thought haughtily claims 
to produce from itself, there this openly despised, yet secretly 
received principle — there the silently accompanying action of 
motion reflecting the images in the space of the imagination 
lends it the logical forms which it could never have produced 
from itself. By means of this foreign but hidden service, the 
productions of pure thought receive a sensuous freshness, 
without which they would have been less than fleeting shad- 
ows. He who is strict enough to hold the presuppositionless 
dialectic of pure thought to its word, and really attempts to 
proceed without any presupposition and purely, soon sees that 
it remains immovable and that its productions are still-born. 
But since it is impossible for the human mind to accomplish 
absolutely the required abstraction, and to depart from the 
first condition of its activity, the condition of the designing 
fantasy, since it is always present where one has supposed it 
excluded, there may arise, through its silent cooperation, the 
appearance as if pure thought produced from itself pure con- 
ceptions of being. But pure thought lives apart from imagin- 
ative, impure thought. If it does not receive from the latter 
its daily bread, it dies irretrievably. The thus designated 
connection between so-called pure thought and the funda- 
mental activity of all intuition was proved first of all in the 
beginning of the logic, in the Becoming, and objection was 
taken to the local motion, on the threshold, as it entered ; but 
it was further shown, how it acts a part in the logic without 
right. It was most apparent where pure thought, according 
to its own assertion, produced dialectically from itself con- 
tinuous and discrete, extensive and intensive magnitude, 
attraction and repulsion, the pressure and impulse of mechan- 
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ics, and the process of life, without space and time and in the 
form of eternity. — In this and other conceptions, the impure 
element of the picture, the sensuously formed activity of the 
secretly intruded movement, was caught in the act. One 
could not hide behind the statement that pure thought always 
was declared to be a movement ; indeed it had been denom- 
inated a movement indefinitely enough, as likewise all activ- 
ity falls under this comprehensive metaphor: it could not be 
conceded that the designing movement of fantasy was meant, 
which is the opposite of the local one ; for thereby the logic 
of pure thought would have been destroyed from its very be- 
ginning, and the elements of nature-philosophy, space, and 
time, would have been dragged into logic. With such a con- 
cession, the absolute method would have perished in its be- 
ginning. A movement in the lump was acknowledged ; but 
when this was so far brought to a stand-still that its nature 
was discovered, it showed itself to be the opposite of what it 
had given itself out to be : it was not the movement of pure 
thought, but the movement of intuition, a geometrical move- 
ment which designs forms in the space of the imagination. 
This local motion appeared as the presupposition of the pre- 
suppositionless logic. It was hinled that the consequences 
of this secret presupposition were immeasurable. The entire 
wealth of the formative intuition, the clearness of an accom- 
panying picture now came silently, but illegally, into the 
possession of pure thought. It now had at its disposal an 
image, which it used whenever it stood in need of it, and, ac- 
cording to its principle, threw away whenever it retired into 
its haughty abstractions. Had ever any method behaved 
more uncritically than pure thinking ? 

Furthermore, the logical means were investigated which 
the dialectic applies in order to get from pure being to the 
idea, from presuppositionless voidness to the fulness of the 
intellectual world, and to get there in such a manner as to 
produce from itself the interjacent forms of the conception — 
as it were the stages of pure thought. As is well known, 
negation and identity play a principal part in this. They 
are purely logical words, and therefore they give to them- 
selves the appearance of a logical action, and to everything 
that originates from them the stamp of a logical production. 



